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Topsy-turvy Secularism 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Another duty of the ksatriya is to see that people are be¬ 
ing educated spiritually. The king looks over the citizens 
and makes sure that they are being properly trained up. 
At the present moment some states have become secu¬ 
lar. Secular means that, “You do all nonsense — we don’t 
care. You just pay me income tax and you go to hell. It 
doesn’t matter.” This is actually not a secular state. A true 
secular state means that the state must be very vigilant 
whether all citizens are doing their duty, everyone is 
employed in his duty. And if everyone is not employed, 
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it is the duty of the government to make sure he is em¬ 
ployed. A brahmana is employed, a ksatriya is employed, 
a vaisya is employed. If they are unemployed then an idle 
brain will be a devil’s workshop. 

Now they have discovered machines. The machine is 
able to carry out a hundred men’s work. So a hundred 
men are unemployed. The machine has not improved the 
situation. It has improved the pocket of the capitalists, but 
it has not improved the condition of the mass of people. 
No. They are unemployed. Therefore, in the Western 
countries, because of machines and industry, now the 
universities are only producing unemployed hippies. ! W' 

— Lecture in London. 2 September 1973. 

The Great Hindrance to Perfection 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Suppose you are sitting down to accept food. 
Many people are sitting in rows and the food is 
being served. You want more food. You are a greedy 
fellow and you have a big belly. You are not satisfied 
with a little food. But if you think, “Oh! If I take much 
food in the presence of other people, what will the 
people think of me? ‘He is such a greedy glutton!”’ 
So the food was served. Then when it comes a 
second time, he says, “No, no, no, no. I don’t want it; 
I am satisfied.” This is crookedness. 

Ifyou say “No! No!”you will remain hungry. Why do 
you say it? “Yes, I need more; please give me more.” 
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Why don’t you say that? One who is very simple will 
say, “Yes, I need. I am hungry, I want more food. 
Please give me more.” 

“No, no, no. I do not want, this is enough for me. I 
am satisfied.” is kapatya — crookedness. You are not a 
simple-hearted person. You have no simplicity at all. 

Suppose a teacher is teaching mathematics to the 
students. There are many students in the class. The 
calibre of the students is not the same. There are 
different varieties of students. Some are intelligent 
and others are dull-headed. The teacher asks, “Have 
all of you understood?” 

“Oh yes!” everyone replies. One dull-headed 
student does not understand. However, he does 
not say, “I don’t understand.” He thinks, “If I say 
T don’t understand’, what will the others think of 
me?” He is such a dull-headed fellow. He does not 
understand the subject when the teacher explains 
it nicely. So out of shyness, or whatever it may be, 
he says, “Yes, yes. I understand.” Then what will 
happen? He cannot make advancement; he cannot 
gain entrance to the higher mathematics class. He 
will fail in the examination. It is a hindrance. It is 
a great stumbling block on the path of perfection. 
That is kapatya. 

There is a saying in Bengali, nacte se ghumta tank habe 
na — You have come to the stage to perform a dance. 
Generally, girls or women come to perform dances like 
Odissi dance, Manipuri dance—there are so many dance 
performances. So you have come to the stage. There are 
many onlookers in the audience who are waiting to see 
how you dance. You have to show different postures — 
mudras. But if you put a veil over your head on coming to 
the stage to dance, how will it be? You cannot perform 
your dance at all. You cannot please the audience. You 
cannot achieve success or perfection in your dancing 
performance. You have come to dance, so why are you 
feeling shy and putting a veil over your head? Take it 
off and dance freely. Then you will achieve success or 
perfection in your dance performance. (HP 

— Trnad api sunlcena. Chapter 4. Published by Tattva-vicara 
Publications. Perth, Australia. 1997. 

Varnashrama Dharma 
And Vaishnavism 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakura 

Question: Is the performance of varnasrama-dharma 
one of the soul’s constitutional duties? 

Answer: The sages have instructed us to become 
fixed in the practice of varnasrama-dharma. It is 
certainly important to follow varnasrama-dharma, 
but Sri Gaurangadev questioned its necessity. 


Varnasrama-dharma is not our eternal dharma. It is not 
the constitutional propensity of the soul and therefore 
it is not our constitutional duty. Rather, it speaks to 
certain material propensities that lead toward self-re¬ 
alization even while we remain in the conditioned state. 
Varnasrama-dharma is based on trying to worship Lord 
Vishnu from a particular position. It is not unmotivated, 
uninterrupted, pure devotional service to Krishna. 
Service to Krishna is not rendered from the platform 
of varnasrama. Varnasrama only admits a little Vishnu 
worship. Therefore, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said that 
we should first ascertain who we are. To decide that 
we are brahmanas , ksatriyas, vaisyas, or su dr as; sannyasfs, 
grhastaSy vanaprasthas, or brahmacarfs is all right, but 
these are temporary designations of conditioned living 
entities. They are not our eternal constitutional posi¬ 
tion. We are eternal servants of Krishna. A spirit soul is 
a servant of the Supersoul. Serving the Supersoul is a 
living entity’s duty. 

Question: Are the designations expressed in 
varnasrama-dharma eternal? 

Every living entity considers his body the self, but the 
living entities should learn to think as follows: “I am the 
Lord’s eternal servant and it is my eternal constitutional 


y fimu 






3S* 


Nama-tattva 


The Greatest Devotees 

Bhagavan-nama-mahatmya-samgrahah 

kalau nama-para eva satatam dvija-sattamah 
ukta maha-bhagavata bhagavat-priya-karinah 

In the age of Kali, those who are constantly 
dedicated to chanting the holy names are known 
in the scriptures as maha-bhagavatas y the greatest 
devotees, and bhagavat-priya-kan y immense givers 
of pleasure to the Lord. 

— From the Bhagavan-nama-mahatmya-samgraha. Princess 
of Wales Saraswati Bhavana Text No. 56. Edited by 
Mahamahopadhyaya Gopi Natha Kaviraja. Printed at Vidya 
Vilasa Press, Benares City. 1934. 
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Sri Nityananda Prabhu 


duty to serve him. I belong neither to the four varnas nor 
the four asramas” If this is true, how can vamasrama- 
dharma be an eternal dharma? By properly following 
the practices of vamasrama-dharma , one receives an 
immense advantage both in this life and the next. One 
can follow the varnasrama system as long as one has a 
material body. It is appropriate when one is trying to 
make material advancement. It is good to follow this I 
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system as long as one wanders throughout the 
fourteen worlds. But it has no use in the spiritual 
world. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu states: 
naharh vipro na ca nara-patir napi vaisyo na sudro 
ndharh varnx na ca grha-patir no vanastho yatir va 
kintu prodyan nikhila-paramananda-purnamrtabdher 
gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah 

I am not a brahmana y ksatriya, vaisya y or sudra. I am 
not a brahmacan y grhastha y vanaprastha y or sannyasx. 
What am I? I am the eternal servant of the servant 
of the servant of Lord Krishna.” (Padyavali , 63) 

The Supreme Lord is cognizant, as are the living 
entities because they are part and parcel of the 
Supreme Lord and share his qualities. But the liv¬ 
ing entities are not super-cognizant; they are only 
minutely cognizant. Therefore the living entities 
are subordinate to the Supreme Lord. Because 
they have misused their independence, the living 
entities have been degraded. As soon as they fall 
down from the Lord’s service, they begin to suffer 
material miseries. Once they again engage in his 
service, they attain auspiciousness. 

Question: What is the duty of all living entities? 
Answer: Krishna, the son of Nanda Maharaja, is 
the supreme enjoyer and the eternal object of ev¬ 
eryone’s service. Thejfvas’ eternal constitutional 
duty is to serve him. Forgetting that service, the 
living entities sometimes become impersonalists 
and consider themselves God. At other times, they 
become busy following the varnasrama principles 
in the guise of material enjoyers. Sometimes 
they care only to please their wives. Therefore 
I say, “0 living entities! Give up your false pride, 
self-adoration, and subordination to your wives. 
Please serve the Supreme Lord under the direction 
of Srimati Radharani and Sri Rupa Manjari. Please 
constantly engage in Krishna’s service under the 
guidance of the gopis of Vraja.” V’ 

— From Amrta Vani — Nectar of Instructions for Immortality. 
Pp. 285-287. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 

The Cooling Shade of Nitai’s Feet 

The medieval poet Hare Krishna Das 

thakura nital-canda daya kara more 
tomara caritra nama y diba nisi avirama 

sadayena kanthe mora sphure (refrain) 

0 my dear Lord Nityananda Prabhu! Please be 
merciful unto me so that your name and character 
always appears within my mouth. 
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hadai pandita dhama, ekacakra name grama 

avatar a ananta vaibhava 
jagatijandra bandhu , nitai karuna-sindhu 

prema dichena haiya akaitava 
The abode of Hadai Pandit is the village named 
Ekachakra, where you appeared with your endless 
opulences. 0 ocean of mercy Nitai! You are the true 
friend of the people of this world. You give pure love 
of godhead free of any cheating propensity. 

caitanyerayahare rosa, nityananda ksami dosa 
hena papi nistara karila 
nija puri dekhi sunya, yama asi kare dainya 

more adhikara chadaila 

Nityananda forgave even those upon whom the 
merciful Lord Chaitanya exhibited anger. Thereby 
he delivered even such sinners. When Yamaraj, the 
presiding deity of the hellish planets, saw all his hells 
empty, he came to Nitai in a dejected mood, and said, 
“You have forcibly relieved me of my duties.” 

purve namabhase yena, ajamila brahmanadhama 
saba pape karila uddhara 
hari nama suni ebe y vaisnava ha-da sabhe 
kene more dila adhikara 

[Yamaraj continued], “Previously the lowest among 
brahmins named Ajamila delivered himself from all 
sins by chanting ndmdbhdsa y the shadow of the pure 
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Deity of Nityananda Prabhu at his birthplace in Ekachakra 
holy name. Now [that you have appeared] everyone 
has suddenly become a vaisnava by hearing the pure 
holy name. 0 Lord! If you wanted to take away my 
responsibilities in such a manner, why give them to 
me in the first place?” 

nityananda pade asa y kare hare-krsna dasa 
deha more nija pada-chaya 
yadijanma hay a puna y caitanya nitai guna 
gaiyena hena kara day a 

Hare Krishna Das submits a plea at the lotus feet 
of Nityananda, “0 Nitai! Give me the cooling shade 
of your feet. If I ever take birth again, let your mercy 
be upon me even in that life so that I will always sing 
the glories of Chaitanya and Nitai.” Of* 

— Vaisnava Padavali , fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited 
by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya 
Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 




















